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oPORTS OPINION

Girls’ softball cut from Olympic games

With the sport 86°d, aspiring competitors describe their disappointment

|Cheyann Bullard
| Copy Editor

hooting,  handball,
S judo and volleyball

were a few of the
thirty sports in this year’s
Summer Olympics, but next
year, softball will no longer
be part of the Olympic
competition.
“The US needs to get as
many sports as it can in
the Olympics,” says Coach
Tom Mayes. “Dropping
softball isn’t good. There
aren’t enough girl sports
after college for girls to get
active in already!”
The2008 summer Olympics
have come and gone, and so
have the hopes of going to
the Olympics for some girls.
A month’s long argument
with  the International
Olympics Committee ended
with softball being removed
until 2016, when the
officials will vote, and I0C

president, Jacques Rogge,
will decide if it may return.
The US girl’s softball team
came in second after going
undefeated. Taking the
silver, it was the first loss
since 1996, when softball
was first made an Olympic
sport.

“I think it is sad and
disappointing because so
many people work hard and
dream of playing the sport,”
said Roseanne Ritchie.
“Taking it out it derails so
many women’s dreams.”
Those who were preparing
for the next Olympics
were left without even an
apology. “I disagree with
softball being taken out,”
said Jasmine Fuentez. “A
lot of girls play the sport.
What are they supposed to
do after college? Isn’t the
Olympics supposed to bring
the world together?”

It takes two thirds of the
committee to keep a sport
in the Olympics. This year,

the committee said that the
US kept winning, and it
didn’t give others a chance
to bring home the gold.
“We got our butts beat this
last Olympics,” said coach
Mays. So, are you going to
drop running because Jesse
Owens won
four medals,
or swimming
because
Phelps won
eight?”
There are
many other
sports  that
others  win,
yet softball
was the
only one
removed.
“Rogge
has basically
conspired
against  the
sport to get
it removed,”
s a i d
American

pitcher Lisa Fernandez on
NBC sports. “We had done
our job as a sport worldwide
to show we belong. I feel
one person, the president
of the IOC, a person from
Europe, has taken it upon
himself to ruin the lives of

millions, actually billions of
women.”

THERE’S NO | IN TEAM US
girls’ softball team huddle be-
fore their match against Team
NPF. They lost to Japan 3-1in
the Olympics. CourtesyPhoto
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